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Sustainability and avant-gardism. These are the two key issues that Saloni bears in mind in the development of new products. As 
a result, its materials are used by top architects. The aesthetic benefits and technical properties of Saloni’s tiles combine to make 
them outstandingly superior sustainable materials. Indeed, with the development of new installation systems and the use of large-
format tiles as external cladding, Saloni’s tiles can be used in «ventilated façades», thus ensuring high energy savings. Saloni has 
also set its sights on researching, designing, developing, manufacturing and promoting new ranges of tiles where priority is given to 
CSR practices, based on an environmental and social commitment. Saloni’s materials and its sustainable building systems contribute 
toward comfort and quality in the home, thanks to their low energy consumption, almost non-existent pollutant properties, minimum 
care, and easy management as waste materials. 

INTRO



How natural are the materials?: Ceramic tiles are thin 
slabs, made primarily of clay with other inorganic raw 
materials obtained from natural mineral deposits.  Ceramic 
tiles are chemically inert. 

How recyclable are the materials?: Ceramic tiles are 100% recyclable.

MATERIALS



How plentiful are the materials?: The clays and other raw materials that are used to make 
ceramic tiles are obtained from natural deposits in abundant supply. 

Toxic components and emissions: Ceramic tiles do not 
give off volatile compounds. They remain unaffected by 
water, are totally fireproof, and do not spread fire.  Ceramic 
tiles are chemically inert.  



Durability of the materials: Ceramic tiles are generally used to cover walls and floors, and 
they last as long as a building. 

Waste and emissions generated during the 
manufacturing process: Cerámica Saloni is the holder 
of an INTEGRATED ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORIZATION by 
vir tue of Act 16/2002.

Waste management procedures are used in the factory 
plant, mainly consisting of the separation and identification 
of dif ferent types of waste matter, which are handled by 
authorized waste management specialists. 

Cerámica Saloni is authorized to handle non-dangerous 
waste, under certificate no. 044/V/RNP/CV. That is, water-
based slurries containing clay materials, waste from the 
preparation of mixes prior to the production of particles 
and powders, and water-based suspensions containing clay 
materials.
  
Wastewater generated during the manufacturing process of 
the ceramic tiles is fully re-used. Cerámica Saloni S.A. is a 
firm with zero industrial wastewater emissions.

Unfired ceramic tiles rejected during the production process 
because they do not meet the necessary standards are fully 
recycled.

Cerámica Saloni S.A. is attached to ECOEMBALAJES 
ESPAÑA S.A., (ECOEMBES) and takes part in the Business 
Plan for the Minimization of Containers and Container 
Waste (PEP in Spanish). 

WASTE



Waste and emissions generated during the ceramic tiles’ useful life: Only water and 
detergents are needed to care for tiles. No toxic chemicals pollute the ecosystem as a result of 
their care. 

Waste and emissions generated when ceramic tiles are removed: Given how hard and 
how compact tiles are, when they are removed, the only waste materials that are produced are 
the tiles themselves, which are inert.



The total amount of energy used in the manufacturing 
process is reduced by using a gas turbine for the co-
generation of thermal energy and electricity, using hot 
gases from the production process. This improves on energy 
efficiency and reduces CO2 emissions. 

Using porcelain tiles in ventilated façade systems insulates 
buildings up to 30% more than other materials.

ENERGY

Packaging: Designs are encouraged that require less 
packaging, and packaging suppliers are requested to use 
recycled materials in its composition. 



Because they are easy to clean, tiles are considered 
to be hygienic materials that contribute toward 
people’s health.

They do not smell or retain odours. They do not have volatile compounds and neither do they 
attract them. They do not shed dust, and they provide thermal and noise insulation.   

HEALTH



In keeping with its environmental commitment and in compliance with UNE-EN 
ISO standard 14021, Saloni has recently issued a self-declared environmental 
claim, certifying the recycled content of internally manufactured group BIa 
products (porcelain tiles) in a 30x30, 30x61, 46x46, 45x90, 30x59, 60x60 and 
45x45 format and group BIII products (white-body tiles) in a 20x40, 30x59, 
30x30, 25x75 and 30x90 format as accounting for 24% and 32% of the total 
respectively.  

The purpose of environmental declarations is to boost the demand for 
environmentally-friendly products and, by extension, to foster market-led 
ongoing environmental improvements.

SELF-DECL ARED ENVIRONMENTAL CL AIM

What is a self-declared environmental claim? Self-declared environmental claims are not compulsory. Issued by manufacturers, 
they provide environmental information about products to facilitate assessments of their environmental impact.

These self-declared claims have been issued by Saloni. To guarantee their credibility and boost consumer confidence, they have also 
been validated by the Institute for Ceramic Technology (the ITC according to its Spanish acronym) and verified by Bureau Veritas. The 
specific requirements for this kind of label are contained in standard UNE-EN ISO 14021.

RECYCLED CONTENT AND ASSOCIATED TERMS: 

Recycled content:
 The proportion, by mass, of recycled material in a product. Only pre-consumer and post-consumer material is considered recycled 
content, consistent with the following definition: 

Pre-consumer material: Material diverted from the waste stream during a manufacturing process.
Post-consumer material: Material generated by any end-consumer of the product which can no longer be used for its intended purpose.

Recycled material:
 Material that has been reprocessed from reclaimed material through a manufacturing process, instead of using new raw material. 
It is either transformed into an end product or used as a product component.



What is LEED?

LEED is an internationally recognized green building certification system that verifies several aspects: that the building was designed 
and built using strategies aimed at improving the performance of all key parameters: energy saving, efficient water use, a reduction 
in CO2 emissions, the improvement of indoor environmental quality and use of resources, and an improved environmental awareness 
of their effects.  

Developed by the U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC ), LEED  provides building owners and operators with a concise framework for 
implementing practical and measurable green building design, including the following factors: construction and maintenance.  

LEED is flexible and it can be applied to all building types, whether commercial or residential. It covers the whole of the building 
lifecycle. LEED for Neighbourhood Development extends the benefits of LEED beyond the building footprint into the neighbourhood 
it serves.  

What does LEED measure?

LEED is a voluntary certification programme that can be applied to any building type at any moment of its lifecycle. It promotes 
sustainability throughout all parts of a building by identifying performance in key areas:
1. The sustainability of the site (14 points) 
2. Water efficiency (5 points)
3. Energy efficiency and the use of renewable energies (17 points)
4. Materials and resources (13 points)
5. Indoor environmental quality (15 points)
6. Innovation in technology and processes (5 points)

The number of points that a building obtains determines the level of LEED certification that it is awarded:

Certified: 26-32 points
Silver: 33-38 points
Gold: 39-51 points
Platinum: 52-69 points

The Benefits of LEED

 LEED certificate guarantees that a building will make energy savings of 30 to 70% compared with a conventional one.
CO2 emissions are reduced by up to 35%.

Saloni is well aware of the importance of such issues. That is why it has decided to endow its products with these benefits, providing 
up to 2 points in the obtainment of a LEED certificate, depending on the product that is used, its recycled content, and share of the 
total cost of a building project. For the purposes of LEED, 50% of a product’s pre-consumer material is regarded as contributing 
toward its recycled content, with products in group BIa thus contributing 12% and group III 16%. 
When the cost of recycled content accounts for 10% of the total cost of the materials involved in a building project, 1 LEED point is 
awarded to the building. If this percentage is 20%, 2 points are awarded.

LEED



The international ISO 14001 certification establishes 
the requirements to implement, develop and maintain 
an environmental management system by engaging in 
monitoring the environmental impact of its production 
process, with a focus on continuous improvement.

Adopting ISO 14001:2004 environmental management 
tool, Saloni guarantees, among other things, to meet the 
commitments set out in its policy and improve its relationship 
with environmental authorities and the community. 

The ISO 9001 certification ensures the quality standards of Saloni products.

This standard ensures that the entire manufacturing process of our products, from incoming raw 
materials to finished product, storage etc. is totally controlled and quality guaranteed.

This process allows Saloni to produce goods at these constant quality standards across  all of 
our production processes.



The CE mark is a guarantee of safety throughought the 
EEA. A product with this mark, ensures compliance with 
all safety standards and consumer protection provided by 
the Europeen Union Legislation.

Saloni has done everything necessary to fulfill the 
obligations under the CE Mark for its products.

NF UPEC is a French quality mark. Saloni products with this certification 
are classified according to the purpose for which they are intended. The 
technical characteristics are grouped into four classes, indicated by the 
letters of the acronym UPEC:

U - Stands for “Usage“ (wear): wear resistance for walking...
P - Stands for “Poinçonnement“ (impact): falling objects, moving furniture 
around, chairs on castors.
E - Stands for “Eau“ (water): behaviour with respect to water & humidity.
C - Stands for “chemie” (Chemicals): resistance to chemical agents such 
as cleaning products.
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